DENES ACADEMY

Dear Parent and Carers, 27" February 2026

It has been a pleasure to welcome students back into the academy this week. As always, thank you for your
support in ensuring that they have the correct equipment to be ready to learn. This includes their bag, their
planner, knowledge organiser, black/blue pen, pencil and a ruler.

Thank you for all your efforts in downloading and logging into the Arbor Portal and Parent App. We have had a
very successful week, and students have been able to access meals without issue. The next step, which you see
available on both the portal and app, is further payment options for trips and school items, such as ties. For
further help and support, please click on this link or email the school at info@ormsitondenes.co.uk and we will
support you in managing the movement from ParentMail to Arbor.

Early next week, we will be conducting our annual lockdown drill. We are informing you in advance so that you
can speak with your child about the importance of this procedure. Staff and students will receive prior notice that
the drill is taking place, though the exact time will not be shared. During the drill, staff will clearly narrate each
step of the process to help ensure students remain calm. Students have responded admirably during recent fire
drills; however, remaining in a classroom during a lockdown drill can feel different for some. The drill will be brief,
lasting no longer than 5—6 minutes. It has been scheduled at a time that allows students to have a break

immediately afterward, giving them the opportunity to reset before their next lesson.

In the unlikely, but possible, event that we need to activate our lockdown procedure, we want to reassure you
that the academy fully understands your concerns for your child’s welfare and that we will do everything possible
to ensure their safety. During an actual lockdown, please do not contact the academy, as incoming calls may block
essential communication with emergency services. Likewise, you should not come to the academy, as this could
interfere with emergency service access and may put you and others at risk. You will be contacted by the

academy when it is safe to collect your child, along with details of where to do so.

Suffolk HAF programme will be going live for the Easter Holidays on 28 February 2026. Activities will be live for
booking from this date. Suffolk HAF provides activities for families who are eligible for means tested Free School
Meals (FSM). Families can book via booking system Eequ (all sessions include a healthy meal). Families can
browse HAF listings (via the link above) between now and the 27 February 2026. There is some provision for
children with SEND or who require support but are not eligible for FSM (with a referral form). Please contact HAF
(via HAFenquiries@suffolk.gov.uk.) if you would like to know more details.

The Form Time Focus next week will be “Responsible”

Next week we will be teaching the following PSHE topics. If you have any concerns regarding the content of the
PSHE lessons, please refer to our policy for clarification on withdrawals. The policy can be found here.

Year 11 — Mock Exams. How can | vote?
Year 10 — What is sexual harassment?

Year 9 — What does a democratic country look like?
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsupport.arbor-education.com%2Fhc%2Fen-us%2Farticles%2F22123135039773-Top-up-accounts-and-viewing-payments-in-the-Parent-Portal&data=05%7C02%7CSWatson%40ormistondenes.co.uk%7C703d44cda8c849cbb00e08de7548a93d%7Ce8bb2c7004dc48938882c47b54dbd292%7C1%7C0%7C639077152428382141%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zCwjdTaunCMshYKIx1q34tHzpVwd%2FMNmy3omXTL6zfA%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsupport.arbor-education.com%2Fhc%2Fen-us%2Farticles%2F22123135039773-Top-up-accounts-and-viewing-payments-in-the-Parent-Portal&data=05%7C02%7CSWatson%40ormistondenes.co.uk%7C703d44cda8c849cbb00e08de7548a93d%7Ce8bb2c7004dc48938882c47b54dbd292%7C1%7C0%7C639077152428382141%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zCwjdTaunCMshYKIx1q34tHzpVwd%2FMNmy3omXTL6zfA%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsuffolk.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5c2782ab1264cda5bb7f549a9%26id%3D8f88f8c95d%26e%3D843bf147ce&data=05%7C02%7Ckwilliams%40ormistondenes.co.uk%7C6d17320557354d675cc008de73c4e3bd%7Ce8bb2c7004dc48938882c47b54dbd292%7C1%7C0%7C639075486956339901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zItcIiGUOOQqid7hLrm8lcKdY1K6j7Auw6Bmqoko9XQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:HAFenquiries@suffolk.gov.uk
https://ormistondenes.co.uk/admin/wp-content/uploads/sites/34/2025/09/RSE-and-HE-secondary-from-1-September-2025.pdf

Year 8 — What are units of alcohol?
Year 7 — What is menstruation?

Votes for schools - This week students have been voting on “Should a defection mean a by-election? If you would
like to continue this discussion with your child, please click here for further resources.

Have a lovely weekend.

Yours faithfully

Tolland

Kate Williams.

Principal


https://www.votesforschools.com/

